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Task Force on Vehicle Weights and 
Dimensions Policy 
• National forum for coordination and 
harmonization of provincial and territorial 
regulations, policies and practices
• Representatives from each of the federal, provincial and 

territorial transportation departments 

• Advance recommendations on:
• Regulatory harmonization priorities 
• Amendments to the standards contained in the National 

MOU on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions 



Vehicle Weights and Dimensions 

• Annual meetings to exchange information, review 
emerging issues, identify harmonization concerns 
and priorities 

• Information: www.comt.ca
• Standards and regulations 
• Government contacts 
• Meetings and minutes 
• Research reports and reference materials
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National Standards for Weights and Dimensions

• National Agreement (MOU) 
established in 1988
• founded on major research program 

and developed in partnership with 
industry

• Standards Evolution
• Task Force on Vehicle Weights and 

Dimensions Policy
• Provides ongoing national forum for 

discussions with stakeholders on 
harmonization needs and priorities 

• Government/Industry consensus has 
resulted in expansion of, and 
amendments to, the MOU in 1991, 
1994, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2009, 
2011, 2014 & 2016
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Regional Harmonization of Weights and Dimensions

Western Region 
• Long Combination Vehicles

• Oversize and Overweight Loads Pending
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Regional Harmonization of Weights and Dimensions

Central - Atlantic
• Long Combination Vehicles – MOU Approved 2016
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Regional Harmonization of Weights and Dimensions

Atlantic  Region 
• Harmonized Regulated Weight and Dimension Limits

• Oversize Loads



• Experience: 

• Virtually all stakeholders feel that some form of national standards for vehicle 
weight and dimension limits are needed in Canada

• Some feel that uniform national standards are needed for the most common 
vehicle configurations: ie. the rules are exactly the same in every province.

• Some feel that minimum national standards are needed to support efficient 
interprovincial transportation, but provinces should still be free to have higher 
weights or more liberal dimensions (to support regional economies and trade).

Uniform or Compatible Rules? 



Dimension Limits



Weight Limits



• Forum for discussion of national regulatory harmonization needs 
and priorities for heavy vehicle weights and dimensions

• Responsible for the evolution of national standards in Canada and the 
changes which have been introduced since 1988

• Strong and ongoing commitment from governments, industry and 
dedicated individuals to the mechanism and to these discussions

• Complex regulatory field with many governments involved - patience is 
required

• Implementation of MOU amendments takes time:  
• Particularly if legislation or regulations must be amended
• Changes can be introduced more quickly in some, but not all, 

jurisdictions through permits or enforcement policy
• Simultaneous introduction of changes across Canada has proven to be 

impractical and problematic 
• Report on today’s issues and discussions will be provided to Council 

of Deputy Ministers

Task Force on VWD Policy


