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Task Force on Vehicle Weights and 
Dimensions Policy 
• National forum for coordination and 
harmonization of provincial and territorial 
regulations, policies and practices
• Representatives from each of the federal, provincial and 

territorial transportation departments 

• Advance recommendations on:
• Regulatory harmonization priorities 
• Amendments to the standards contained in the National 

MOU on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions 



Vehicle Weights and Dimensions 

• Annual meetings to exchange information, review 
emerging issues, identify harmonization concerns 
and priorities 

• Information: www.comt.ca
• Standards and regulations 
• Government contacts 
• Meetings and minutes 
• Research reports and reference materials
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National Standards for Weights and Dimensions

• National Agreement (MOU) 
established in 1988
• founded on major research program 

and developed in partnership with 
industry

• Standards Evolution
• Task Force on Vehicle Weights and 

Dimensions Policy
• Provides ongoing national forum for 

discussions with stakeholders on 
harmonization needs and priorities 

• Government/Industry consensus has 
resulted in expansion of, and 
amendments to, the MOU in 1991, 
1994, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2009, 
2011, 2014 & 2016



Dimension Limits



Weight Limits



Vehicle Weights and Dimensions

Status of Implementation of MOU Amendments 2014 & 2016 

November 2018



MOU	Amendments	October	2014

1. Addition of the Tridem Drive Tractor – Semitrailer 
Configuration as a new MOU Category

2. Increase in the Allowable Size of Aerodynamic Devices on 
Rear of Trucks and Trailers from 0.61 metres to 1.52 m

3. Increase in the Overall Length Limit for B Train Double Trailer 
Combinations from 25 m to 27.5 metres



Tridem	Drive	Tractor	Semitrailer	Configuration	
(MOU Amendment 2014)

Jurisdiction Allowed by 
Regulation

Allowed by 
Permit

Allowed by 
Admin Policy

NL
NS
PE
NB
QC
ON
MB
SK
AB
BC
NT
YK



Aerodynamic	Devices	– Larger	Boat	Tails	
(MOU Amendment 2014)

Jurisdict
ion

Allowed by 
Regulation

Allowed by 
Permit

Allowed by 
Admin Policy

NL
NS
PE
NB
QC
ON
MB
SK
AB
BC
NT
YTAerodynamic devices 

installed at the rear of the 
vehicle can extend up to 
1.52 m 



Increased	Length	Limit	for	B	Trains	27.5	m
(MOU Amendment 2014)

Jurisdiction Allowed by 
Regulation Allowed by Permit Allowed by 

Admin Policy
NL
NS
PE
NB
QC
ON
MB
SK
AB
BC
NT
YK

Overall Length 



MOU	Amendments	September	2016

1. Provision to Allow Longer Wheelbase Tractors on Category 1: 
Tractor Semitrailer Configurations  (up to 7.2 m) 

2. Provision to Allow Longer Wheelbase Tractors on Category 3: 
B Train Double Configurations  (up to 6.8 m) 



Longer	Wheelbase	Tractors	– Tractor	Semitrailer
(MOU Amendment 2016)

Tractor Wheelbase

Trailer Wheelbase

Jurisdic
tion

Allowed by 
Regulation

Allowed by 
Permit

Allowed by 
Admin Policy

NL
NS
PE
NB
QC
ON
MB
SK
AB
BC
NT
YT

Tractor Wheelbase Maximum Semitrailer 
Wheelbase

6.2 m or less 12.50 m
> 6.2 m to 6.3 m 12.47 m
> 6.3 m to 6.4 m 12.40 m
> 6.4 m to 6.5 m 12.33 m
> 6.5 m to 6.6 m 12.27 m
> 6.6 m to 6.7 m 12.20 m
> 6.7 m to 6.8 m 12.13 m
> 6.8 m to 6.9 m 12.07 m
> 6.9 m to 7.0 m 12.00 m
> 7.0 m to 7.1 m 11.93 m
> 7.1 m to 7.2 m 11.87 m

The tractor wheelbase can be up 
to 7.2 m in a Tractor-Semitrailer 
configuration, provided the 
wheelbase of the semitrailer is 
reduced in accordance with the 
following table:



Longer	Wheelbase	Tractors	– B	Train
(MOU Amendment 2016)

Trailer Wheelbase 1

Tractor Wheelbase

Trailer Wheelbase 2

Jurisdic
tion

Allowed by 
Regulation

Allowed by 
Permit

Allowed by 
Admin Policy

NL
NS
PE
NB
QC
ON
MB
SK
AB
BC
NT
YT

Tractor 
Wheelbase

Maximum Sum of 
Semitrailer 
Wheelbases

6.2 m or less 17.00 m
> 6.2 m to 6.3 m 16.53 m
> 6.3 m to 6.4 m 16.44 m
> 6.4 m to 6.5 m 16.36 m
> 6.5 m to 6.6 m 16.27 m
> 6.6 m to 6.7 m 16.19 m
> 6.7 m to 6.8 m 16.10 m

The tractor wheelbase can be up to 6.8 m 
in a B Train Double configuration, 
provided the sum of the wheelbases of 
the semitrailers is reduced in accordance 
with the following table:



• Forum for discussion of national regulatory harmonization needs 
and priorities for heavy vehicle weights and dimensions

• Responsible for the evolution of national standards in Canada and the 
changes which have been introduced since 1988

• Strong and ongoing commitment from governments, industry and 
dedicated individuals to the mechanism and to these discussions

• Complex regulatory field with many governments involved - patience is 
required

• Report on today’s issues and discussions will be provided to Council 
of Deputy Ministers

Task Force on VWD Policy


