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UPDATE  ON  HAPPENINGS  IN PILOT  INDUSTRY

Pilots trained under Washington State Pilot/Escort Certification over the last ten years – almost 900 pilots.
Course taught in Canada has Canadian information added to it by the instructor. Instructor has also
translated course into French and has done a number of courses in Quebec this past year. 
Many of these pilots work in both Canada and the United States where they are required to have certification.
Those that do not go to the United States take this course both to get knowledge on the proper ways to
do things in the industry as well as to be able to prove ‘due diligence’ to the insurance companies

Currently only Ontario has a mandatory training course. This is the ‘Certified Superload Escort’ course. It is 
required in order to escort the oversize loads classed as ‘superloads’. Those escorts take the place of police with
these loads. They are responsible for traffic control during the move, in addition to their regular duties as a
Pilot operator.

A new mandatory certification is coming in the industry, but is not a government training program. 
It was developed by the manufacturers of wind mills for the various wind projects going on.

WITPAC : Wind Industry Transportation Professional Advanced Certification

Already 130 trained across Canada. All pilots, steerpersons and load drivers will be required to get this certification if 
working with hauling wind components. Mandatory as of January 1, 2023



In your escort vehicle equipment requirements, lighting – what does standard SAE J845 or J1318 mean?

On same permit, these conditions are set out - 21. A minimum of 300 metres (1000 feet) is required 
between any other oversized load travelling in the same direction. 
30. No convoy moves are permitted. En route, a minimum spacing of 10 km is to be maintained 
between vehicles/loads

Which is correct??

How is the Certified Superload Escort Certificate program working out?  Have you heard any of the
feedback from those taking the course?

Have you had discussions with your insurance providers as to why they are refusing to insure Pilot Vehicles?

QUESTIONS  for  ONTARIO:







QUESTIONS  for  MANITOBA:

Regulation 155/2018

Section 43(1)a ‘hands free communication device’ – what do you mean by this?
Does it mean the regular CB and VHF radios that are currently used with the tethered mikes?

Section 43(1)c ‘National Fire Protection Association Standard NFPA 10 – what is this?
Regular people have no idea what this is, and to find it you have to purchase the Code Book.

Section 43(1)e this says for pilot vehicle to be equipped with a roof mounted flashing amber light –
Is this in addition to the pilot vehicle sign that is required?

Section 43(2)d sign box shelters all connectors, switches, flashers – almost 99 % of currently built
sign boxes DO NOT have the switches in the sign box – the reason is that they are very hard to 
access unless you physically stop load and pilot on the highway when you need to change which 
lights you are using.



Section 43(2)f and g – what does this mean – Society of Automotive Engineers Standard J595 and J845?

Section 43(2)h goes back to the sign sheltering switches, if you need to turn on the inboards because of
inclement weather, you would have to physically stop both load and pilot vehicle on highway to get at 
the switches to either turn them on or off. Majority of switches are now INSIDE pilot vehicle and have 
individual circuits – one switch controls the front flashing of lights, another switch controls the back
flashing of the lights, another controls the inboard rotating/strobe lights, last switch controls the interior
sign lights. This type of set up has been in play for OVER 20 YEARS!! 

Time for Regulations to catch up to the times, don’t you think??

Section 42(3) just specifies no towing of another vehicle when escorting. Does that imply -
that the pilot vehicle can tow other items ei: grain auger, boat & trailer, livestock trailer, etc??

Schedule F – diagram of pilot signs – Actual box size of sign has vanished from the regulations.



QUESTIONS  for  ALBERTA:

Regulation 315/2002

Section 16(8) equipment for pilot vehicles – missing stop/slow paddle, traffic cones

Section 16(8)a – what is an ‘advance warning triangle’? Is it the triangle hazard warning kit?

Section 16(9) for traffic control – missing use of stop/slow paddle

Schedule 4 – signs – in each section of this schedule it says box to shelter wire connections,
switches, flashers – see Manitoba for reason this should be taken out.

under 4) missing is requirement for outboard lights to flash in unison
also says the flashing lights to have reflectors – I would like to know what
manufacturer makes any of the 175 mm (7 inch) flashing lights with reflectors – I have
never seen any to date

No vehicle size or standard established for pilot vehicles currently, so pretty well any vehicle
is legal to be used – cars, pickups, service trucks, buses, motor homes, etc.



Is Alberta considering making the steer person  who steers a steerable trailer 

separate from a trail escort?

That is – if a load requires a trail escort because of it’s size, and the load is 

being transported on a trailer that requires a person to steer it around 

corners, will load require a second trail. 

Reason for second trail would be – a person, when steering a trailer, 

is not able to do traffic control behind the load, or watch what 

traffic is doing, while in the process of doing the steering



QUESTIONS  for  BRITISH COLUMBIA

Division 8 – Pilot Vehicles

Section 8.04 2)a-ii & iii – the requirement for baked enamel coating for sign coating is very 
outdated - has not been available or in use for OVER 20 YEARS
v – box shelters wire connectors, switches, flashers – refer to Manitoba for reason to remove this 
wording from regualtions

Section 8.04 4) missing is requirement for lights to flash in unison

Also missing is equipment requirements for pilot vehicles.

Table 3 – diagram of pilot sign inserts – the red and white ‘D’ sign depicts the ‘D’ as having to be
in black. No where does it explain that it is to be white. No sign sold for the transportation industry
has the ‘D’ in black. This needs to be corrected.



QUESTIONS  for  SASKATCHEWAN

Appendix C
Section 3 – 2)b)iv – box to shelter wire connections, switches, flashers – see Manitoba for why this 
needs to be removed

Section 3 – 3) – what is SAE Standard J595 for this light? Requires purchase of Code Book to figure 
out.  There is also no requirement for them to flash in unison, or be turned on at all.

Section 3) – 4) – for the rotating/strobe inboard lights – requirement for sealed beams needs to be 
removed. These have not been available to purchase new for OVER 20 YEARS



QUESTIONS FOR QUEBEC:









ADDITIONAL LIGHTS & EQUIPMENT APPEARING ON PILOT VEHICLES:




