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Emmert International was contracted to move two 

136,000-kilogram  rotary cookers over 4700 kilometers 

miles from the Port of Houston to Alberta. Utilizing 12 axle 

lines with pull and push trucks, the job overcame several 

hurdles, from multiple jurisdictional regulations to Mother 

Nature herself.

Precision Specialized Incorporated was contracted to 

move a 63,500-kilogram E-House 77 kilometers from 

Burlington to Branchton, Ontario. Using a 9-axle trailer, the 

22m x 6.4m x 6m structure was moved in only 2 days 

from a conservation area where no oversize loads were 

allowed from a field where trees and many other obstacles 

were in the way.



Barnhart used its own 24 dolly rig to move two 

generators weighing in at 381,000 kilograms each across 

the cold Alberta tundra in advance of the spring thaw and 

with less than five weeks to plan and execute the move. In 

addition to winter travel conditions, the move also faced 

international regulatory hurdles along the 418-kilometer 

trek.

NCSG Crane and Heavy Haul moved two De-Methanizer 
Towers from Edmonton to Marianna Lake, Alberta, Canada to a 
new project site that exceeded 254,000 kilos and 55 meters in 
length. Through planning, innovation and numerous field visits, 
a bunked trailer configuration was found to be able to meet all 
required maximum permittable axle loadings along the route. 
The bunked configuration allowed the load to be maneuvered 
along tight corners to exit from the fabrication yard to be 
delivered safely onsite.



• Educate and Elevate Industry Issues to Newly Elected Officials at all 
levels.

• Increase Grassroots Industry Outreach Opportunities.

• Support 24/7 Permit Auto-Issue in all Provinces and Territories.

• Prioritize National and Regional Permit Uniformity and Enforcement 
Consistency.

• Prioritize industry “pain points” in individual Provinces & Territories

2025 ADVOCACY AGENDA



ISSUES ON THE RADAR

• Communication Between 
States and Industry

• Customer Service Principles

• Reasonable Enforcement

• Technology Pros and Cons



Delays Due to Lack of Permit Uniformity

• Delays applying and receiving permits due to differing 24/7 auto-issue 

thresholds

• Inability to amend permits

• Days and Hours of Travel

• Inconsistent escort requirements across provinces

• Availability of law enforcement escorts

• Parking and rest for entire OS/OW team

• Inconsistent permit duration

• Routing into a work zone

• Weather and mechanical issues



THE ROUTE – 70 MILES
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PUBLIC BENEFITS OF 24/7 AUTO-ISSUE PERMITS

• Average permit turnaround time decreased to minutes for routine 

OS/OW loads

• States report moderate increase in applications and issuance

• Accurate permits = Safer transport

• Additional permits = Additional revenue

• Improvements to infrastructure preservation

• Reduced overhead for public agencies = greater flexibility for staffing 

priorities =

• Better customer service
Source:  Best Practices for OS/OW Permitting, FHWA



SC&RA RECOMMENDATIONS

• Understand the economic impact of specialized 
transportation, crane, & rigging and their unique 
operational constraints.

• Implement and expand 24/7 auto-issue permitting 
systems in all provinces and territories

• Include input of SC&RA members in national, provincial, 
and local freight and truck parking outreach efforts.

• Utilize permit data for freight and truck parking planning. 

• Integrate specialized transportation needs into freight 
planning.

• Avoid costly planning mistakes.













WHEREAS, Unintended and unnecessary differences in 
requirements for oversize/overweight permits can result in delays 
to the industry resulting in increased product cost to the end 
user;

WHEREAS, Unintended and unnecessary differences in 
requirements for oversize/overweight permits can result in delays 
in the delivery of emergency response and relief shipments;

WHEREAS, The Subcommittee on Highway Transport has 
identified certain truck permit procedures and requirements that 
can be harmonized among states without compromising safety 
or infrastructure preservation;

WHEREAS, Harmonizing truck permit requirements among states 
will improve customer service, reduce costs, and increase 
efficiency in state government; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED That AASHTO member states are committed to 
harmonizing permit procedures and requirements between 
states, among states in regions, and on multi-state corridors 



AASHTO PERMIT HARMONIZATION

• Seek solutions less restrictive or status quo, 

not more restrictive 

• Balance consistency while maintaining safety

• Recommend voluntary harmonization, not 

mandatory uniformity

• Phase I and Phase II baselines unanimously 

adopted by AASHTO in 2012 and 2013



PHASE I
Policy Harmonization Baseline

Width Escort
for all highways 2 lanes or more

3.65 m – 4.27 m: 1 front escort
> 4.27 m: 1 front and 1 rear escort

Height/Length Escort
for all highways

Height: >4.27 m
Length: >27.43 m

Flags
Size, Color, Location on Transport, location on escort

Size: 45.7 cm x 45.7 cm minimum
Color: Fluorescent red or orange
Location Transport: 4 corners of load or extremity
Location escort: None

Days/Hours of Operation
Daylight Monday – Saturday
Sunday states make determination

Signs
Message, Color, Size, Letter Size, Location

Message: Oversize Load
Color: Black letters on yellow background
Size: 45.7 cm x 2.13 m
Letter size: 25 cm x 3.6 – 3.8 cm
Location: Front and rear not blocking plates

Warning Lights
Transport and Escort

Transport: Flashing or strobe amber, 305 m visibility, 360
Escort: Flashing or strobe amber, 152 m visibility, 360

Unanimously adopted by AASHTO in 2013



PHASE II

Policy Harmonization Baseline

# of Valid Days 5

Permit Amendments Extensions allowed for breakdowns and weather

Holiday Restrictions
Noon Day before holiday – Sunrise Day after Holiday 
for 6 US federal holidays
States may establish others unique to jurisdiction

Days/Hours of Operation
Daylight Monday – Saturday
Sunday states make determination

Type/Size
of Escort

Legal size Class I, II, or III passenger vehicle
360 visibility
Not towing vehicle or trailer

Height Escort
when pole required

Front escort with a pole if height > 4.42 m

Unanimously adopted by AASHTO in 2014



PARTNERSHIPS



February 18: Regional Caucus and 

  State  DOT 1x1’s

February 19: AASHTO
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