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• Seek National and Regional Permit Uniformity and Enforcement 

Consistency.

• Achieve 24/7 Permit Auto-Issue.

• Prioritize industry “pain points” in specific jurisdictions.

• Cultivate new and enhance existing partnerships with allied 

organizations to advance industry issues.

• Educate and Elevate industry policy issues to public officials at all 

levels.

2026 ADVOCACY AGENDA





AASHTO PERMIT HARMONIZATION

• Seek solutions less restrictive or status quo, 

not more restrictive 

• Balance consistency while maintaining safety

• Recommend voluntary harmonization, not 

mandatory uniformity

• Phase I and Phase II baselines unanimously 

adopted by AASHTO in 2012 and 2013



RESOLVED That AASHTO member states are committed to harmonizing permit procedures and 

requirements between states, among states in regions, and on multi-state corridors; and be it further

RESOLVED That by this resolution the AASHTO Board of Directors establishes a truck 

oversize/overweight permit harmonization initiative to focus initially on the following requirement 

categories (consistent with the AASHTO Guide for Vehicle Weights and Dimensions); 

RESOLVED That the Subcommittee on Highway Transport will identify additional candidates for 

truck oversize/overweight permit harmonization, coordinate with private sector shippers and 

carriers, and present additional initiatives to SCOH for submission to the AASHTO Board of 

Directors for implementation.

WHAT IS HARMONIZATION?



PHASE I
Policy Harmonization Baseline

Width Escort

for all highways 2 lanes or more

3.65 m – 4.27 m: 1 front escort

> 4.27 m: 1 front and 1 rear escort

Height/Length Escort

for all highways

Height: >4.27 m

Length: >27.43 m

Flags

Size, Color, Location on Transport, location on 

escort

Size: 45.7 cm x 45.7 cm minimum

Color: Fluorescent red or orange

Location Transport: 4 corners of load or extremity

Location escort: None

Days/Hours of Operation
Daylight Monday – Saturday

Sunday states make determination

Signs

Message, Color, Size, Letter Size, Location

Message: Oversize Load

Color: Black letters on yellow background

Size: 45.7 cm x 2.13 m

Letter size: 25 cm x 3.6 – 3.8 cm

Location: Front and rear not blocking plates

Warning Lights

Transport and Escort

Transport: Flashing or strobe amber, 305 m visibility, 360

Escort: Flashing or strobe amber, 152 m visibility, 360

Unanimously adopted by AASHTO in 2013



PHASE II

Policy Harmonization Baseline

# of Valid Days 5

Permit Amendments Extensions allowed for breakdowns and weather

Holiday Restrictions
Noon Day before holiday – Sunrise Day after Holiday 

for 6 US federal holidays

States may establish others unique to jurisdiction

Days/Hours of Operation
Daylight Monday – Saturday

Sunday states make determination

Type/Size

of Escort

Legal size Class I, II, or III passenger vehicle

360 visibility

Not towing vehicle or trailer

Height Escort

when pole required
Front escort with a pole if height > 4.42 m

Unanimously adopted by AASHTO in 2014



PHASES I & II IMPLEMENTATION

Phase I States Harmonized Phase II States Harmonized

Width Escort 30 Transport/Escort 27

Height/Length Escort 26 # of Valid Days 30

Flags 28 Permit Amendments 33

Days/Hours of 

Operation
35 Holiday Restrictions 37

Signs 29 Type/Size Escort 32

Height Escort 31

* 6 states did not reply to auditors



• Full Harmonization of Phases I and II

• Weight Uniformity

• UPT Auto-Issue Standards including Electronic Permit Verification

• Night Movements

• Route Surveys

• Uniform requirements, common surveys for identical moves

• Multi-State Corridor Communication Between States and Industry

SC&RA PHASE III PRIORITIES



• Seek National and Regional Permit Uniformity and Enforcement 

Consistency.

• Achieve 24/7 Permit Auto-Issue in 6 remaining states.

• Prioritize industry “pain points” in specific States.

• Cultivate new and enhance existing partnerships with allied 

organizations to advance industry issues.

• Educate and Elevate industry policy issues to public officials at all 

levels.

2025 ADVOCACY AGENDA
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Maximum 60k lbs. per axle line

Maximum < 60k lbs. per axle line

16 TIRE TRUNNION AXLE MAP
Based upon 10’ Wide, Minimum 69” Spacing
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ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGES

• Joint Working Group with Industry and CVSA.

• Draft Guidance for Proper Weighing of Mobile Cranes

• Final product due February 2026

• Additional conversations regarding law enforcement training, 

common terminologies, what to expect during  roadside 

inspections.

• Seek to overcome disparate applications of law and policy.

• Promote a safety culture between industry and law 
enforcement to ensure mutual responsibility, accountability 
and reasonable enforcement.



• Prioritize Public Safety   

• Education and Collaboration

• Fairness and Impartiality   

• Consistency and Standardization

ENFORCEMENT PRINCIPLES

• Transparency and Clarity

• Due Process and Appeal Rights

• Proportionality and Necessity

• Continuous Improvement and 

Feedback



TASK FORCES

Non-Divisible Loads Railroad & Utilities



Link: Freight in Your State | AAR

https://www.aar.org/states/


Link: New User Registration - My ASP.NET Application

https://app2.njuns.com/forms/newuserregistration
https://app2.njuns.com/forms/newuserregistration
https://app2.njuns.com/forms/newuserregistration
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SC&RA PERMIT MANUAL UPDATES
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