
 

Council of Deputy Ministers Responsible for  

Transportation and Highway Safety 

 

Task Force on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions Policy 

 

1 
 

Minutes (Draft) 

 

 
Date:   December 3, 2025 

Location:  Omni Mont Royal Hotel, Montreal 

Chair:   John Pearson 

In Attendance:  49 participants, see Attachment 1  

 

 

1. Welcome And Opening 

Mr. Pearson opened the meeting and welcomed participants. 

2. Adoption of Agenda 

Mr. Pearson drew attention to the agenda and invited comments or additions. It was suggested 
that the weight threshold in the National Safety Code could be addressed under other business. 
No further additions were proposed and the agenda was adopted by consensus. 

3. Vehicle Weight and Dimension regulations in Canada – Update on Issues and 
Developments 

Mr. Pearson provided a presentation about the background and role of the Task Force on Vehicle 
Weights and Dimensions Policy. He explained the Task Force was established under the original 
national MOU to maintain a government/industry forum for ongoing coordination and 
harmonization of provincial and territorial regulations, policies and practices. He reminded 
participants that the annual meetings are intended to provide an opportunity for exchange of 
information, review of emerging issues, and identification of regulatory harmonization concerns 
and priorities.  

a) National Developments & MOU Amendments 

In his presentation, Mr. Pearson presented summary tables depicting weight and dimension limits 
among jurisdictions; he noted there is a high degree of harmonization on dimensions but more 
disparity on weights. 

He reported on developments in 2025, including: 

- An MOU amendment to increase tractor steering axle weight limit from 5500 kg to 6000 kg 

- An MOU amendment for Category S1 – Stinger Steer Automobile Carrier dimensions to 
restore compatibility with the US based on the approach adopted by Ontario (ON-ESSAC). 

- A new national guideline for semitrailers longer than 16.2m (up to 18.45 m / 60.5 ft) 

- A new national guideline for extended length stinger steer automobile or boat carriers 

Mr. Pearson noted the ongoing interest to reduce barriers to efficient trade within Canada. He 
observed that much has been accomplished over the years but there are always opportunities to 
improve efficiency and productivity of the highway transport system. He concluded by noting that 
a report on the issues raised and discussions during the meeting would be provided to the Council 
of Deputy Ministers Responsible for Transportation and Highway Safety.   

https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/VWD%20Task%20Force%20National%20Update%202025.pdf
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b) Provincial/Territorial/Federal Developments – Reports by jurisdiction 

British Columbia 

Mr. Nguyen provided a presentation and highlighted: 
- Work in 2025 with respect to the Fraser Valley improvement program, zero emission 

vehicles and revised policies for fixed equipment, manufactured homes and heavy hauls, 
- Outlook for 2026, including work relating to the extraordinary load review, OnRouteBC, 

and policy updates, and 
- Major projects in the province. 

Alberta  

Ms. Sooley provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- A motor vehicle modernization initiative,  
- Modernization of the TRAVIS Permitting and Routing system, 
- Permit stats and fees in Alberta, 
- Superloads, and 
- Ongoing development by Alberta of a Canadian Trucking Hub web portal.  

Saskatchewan 

Mr. Hussain provided a presentation and highlighted:  

- The Province’s goal to improve 10,000 km of highways,  
- An upcoming review of vehicle weights and dimensions regulations to consider 

expanding high clearance corridors and to consider the ability to apply for a single 
permit for multiple loads with common origin and destination, 

- Improvements to the Highway Hotline, 
- Upcoming policy updates to the Western Long Combination Vehicle MOU,  
- Work to improve truck parking and rest areas along highways, 
- Upgrades to the Saskatchewan Government Insurance permit system, and 
- Opportunities to partner to pilot new technologies for efficiencies, GHG reduction, and 

increased safety. 

Manitoba  

Mr. Borgford provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- The latest MOU updates and national guidelines are addressed by permit until the 
regulation in Manitoba can be updated, 

- Work to reduce interprovincial trade barriers by harmonizing treatment of overweight 
and over-dimensional vehicles 

- New motor carrier identification requirements, 
- Canadian Safety Fitness certificates, 
- Amendments to the Highway Traffic Act, 
- Manitoba Motor Carrier Portal,  
- Licence Lookup Tool, and 
- Permanent variable message sign project and other Manitoba projects.  

Ontario  

Mr. Lynch provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- Ontario Regulation 413/05 pertaining to vehicle weights and dimensions for safe, 
productive, and infrastructure friendly (SPIF) vehicles, 

https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/BC%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Alberta%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Saskatchewan%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Manitoba%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Ontario%20December%202025.pdf


 

3 
 

- The Extended Semitrailer Program,  
- The Extended Stinger-Steer Auto Carrier (ESSAC) Program, and 
- The Heavy Tow Truck Program.  

Quebec  

Mr. Janelle provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- Work to reform regulations with respect to vehicle weight and dimension limits, and 
special road train operating permits, 

- The transportation by LCV of dangerous goods not requiring an emergency response 
assistance plan falls under the Transportation of Dangerous Substances regulations; 
reform is planned in 2026, and 

- The status of MOU amendments and national guidelines. 

New Brunswick 

Mr. Chiasson provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- Current and future status of MOU amendments, 
- Extended stinger steer auto carriers, 
- “Super B” B-train double pilot, and 
- Infrastructure updates. 

Prince Edward Island 

Mr. Evans provided a verbal report, and noted:  

- The Highway Safety Division in the Province is responsible for escorting over-
dimensional loads, 

- Provincial infrastructure does not support LCVs, and 
- Academic research on the bridge formula may not yield workable results. 

Nova Scotia 

Mr. Connolly provided a presentation and highlighted: 
- Introduction of a new Traffic Safety Act, 
- Registry of Motor Vehicle Modernization, 
- Vehicle reciprocity program, 
- Ongoing pilot programs, and 
- The status of MOU amendments and national guidelines. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

Mr. Fizzard provided a verbal report, and noted:  

- The addition of low-speed weigh in motion scales, 
- The status of MOU amendments, 
- Configuration added as a pilot for the pulp and paper industry, 
- Updates to the Province’s registration and online permitting systems, 
- A project to extend the four-lane highway in the province, and 
- There have been no requests for 60 ft trailers; the provincial infrastructure is unlikely to 

be able to support that configuration or LCVs. 

Northwest Territories 

Mr. Roland provided a presentation and highlighted: 

- The status of MOU amendments and national guidelines in the Territory, 

https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Quebec%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/New%20Brunswick%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Nova%20Scotia%20December%202025.pdf
https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/NWT%20December%202025.pdf
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- Interjurisdictional operations, 
- The status of entry level training in the Territory, and 
- Engagement sessions with industry. 

Transport Canada  

Mr. Palmer provided a presentation with updates on: 

- Federal government priorities, 
- Budget 2025, and 
- Zero Emission Trucking Program and testbeds. 

In discussion following the presentation, a question was raised about income-reporting 
requirements in the context of Driver Inc. Mr. Palmer acknowledged the federal government 
is taking steps to address issues with Driver Inc. and said he would follow up. 

Mr. Smith (Specialized Carrier and Rigging Association) asked if the federal government is 
working with industry on harmonization of regulations across Canada. He said a lot had been 
achieved in the US by working with the federal government. Mr. Palmer noted that industry 
had been involved in the trucking hackathon that was held earlier in the year. He said there is 
pressure to make progress quickly and he acknowledged that transportation regulation in 
Canada is largely under provincial jurisdiction. He said the Task Force on Vehicle Weights and 
Dimensions Policy is continuing its important work to improve harmonization and reduce 
barriers to internal trade.  

Mr. Robert (Transport Robert) expressed frustration about Driver Inc. and suggested there 
ought to be a better way to manage the trucking sector in Canada. He observed that 
inconsistent application of rules across the country is costly for the trucking industry. He 
questioned the commitment of the federal government to support the trucking industry. He 
suggested that Canada is overly reliant on the US and that trucks from Europe should be 
considered for use in Canada.  

Mr. Palmer affirmed that the federal government recognizes the challenges faced by the 
trucking industry. He acknowledged that the actions to address Driver Inc. may not 
completely fix the issues but he said he hoped they help. He acknowledged that the 
transportation regulatory regime is complex given federal and provincial government roles in 
the sector. He reiterated that interprovincial trade issues are under discussion and the 
subject of considerable collaborative work.  

c) Long Combination Vehicles – Regional Collaboration 

There was no further discussion on this item.  

4. Internal Trade Barriers with Regulated Vehicle Weights and Dimension Limits 

Mr. Pearson invited discussion about internal trade barriers with regulated vehicle wights and 
dimension limits.  

He drew attention to a submission from the Private Motor Truck Council (PMTC) requesting 
amendments and additions to the national MOU. He asked whether the MOU addresses the 
predominant configurations that move across the country.  

Mr. White remarked that developments in vehicle technology progress more quickly than in 
infrastructure. He observed that only 7% of the highways in New Brunswick are load rated and 
many structures in the province are not capable of carrying increased axle weights. He suggested 
industry should consider how loads can be broken down.   

https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Transport%20Canada%20Dec%202025.pdf
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Mr. Hussain remarked on the structural damage being incurred and observed that the repair and 
rehabilitation cycle for highways is much shorter than originally planned. He said those are real 
costs that need to be considered. 

Mr. Millian (PMTC) acknowledged that the MOU does address most of the configurations that 
move across the country. He noted that a lot of the vehicles PMTC members have proposed may 
be primarily used regionally but they do cross provincial borders. He said additional axle weights 
are not being sought but considerable testing has been done and they are seeking broader use of 
configurations by adding them to the MOU. 

Mr. Harrower (Canadian Transportation Equipment Association, CTEA) asked about allowable 
steering axles weights across provinces. Mr. Connolly said the additional weight is allowed on 
quads.  

Mr. Smith said equipment changes are challenging for industry and suggested it is important to 
minimize the need for them. 

Mr. Dolyniuk (Manitoba Trucking Association) said western carriers have invested over many 
years in equipment that is legal and compliant. He said abrupt changes to the range of allowable 
configurations is challenging. He expressed support for the configurations included in the MOU, 
which were based on extensive research. He questioned whether the foundation of the standards 
needs to be revisited through research.   

5. Issues and Presentations 

a) Active Trailer Steering Systems for Articulated Heavy Vehicles 

Dr. Huang (National Research Council) presented about an ongoing study of the dynamic 
performance of articulated heavy vehicles with active control systems.  

b) Developments with Hydrogen-Powered Heavy Trucks 

Mr. Delrieu (Elemental Trucks) provided a presentation about hydrogen-powered heavy trucks.  

In response to a question, Mr. Delrieu acknowledged the trucks have a higher tare weight than 
conventional fuel vehicles and are comparable to battery-powered vehicles.  

6.  Other Business 

In response to questions raised on the National Safety Code (NSC) weight threshold, it was 
acknowledged that the NSC is overseen by the Canadian Council of Motor Transport 
Administrators (CCMTA) and that the issues are being studied there.  

7. Adjournment 

Mr. Pearson thanked participants for attending and acknowledged the speakers who had 
contributed to the agenda.  

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Prepared by:   Dr. Sarah Wells 

Date Distributed:  December 15, 2025 

 
 

 

https://comt.ca/english/programs/trucking/2025/Elemental%20Trucks%20-%20Task%20force%20on%20VWD.pdf


 

Council of Deputy Ministers Responsible for  

Transportation and Highway Safety 
 

Task Force on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions Policy 

 

Attachment 1: 
 

Task Force on Vehicle Weights and Dimensions Policy 

Meeting – December 3, 2025 Montreal 

Name Affiliation e-mail 

Andrew Barnes AMTA Andrew.barnes@amta.ca  

Claire Belanger-Parker Canadian Crane Rental Association claire@ccra-aclg.ca  

Ed Bernard Precision Specialized Ed.bernard@precisionspecialized.com  

Warren Borgford Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure Warren.borgford@gov.mb.ca  

Katy Carley Enserva kcarley@enserva.ca  

Alex Chiasson New Brunswick Transportation and 

Infrastructure 

Alex.chiasson@gnb.ca  

Clinton Connell Canadian Crane Rental Association 

(BCACS) 

clinton@bccranesafety.ca  

Brent Connolly Nova Scotia Public Works Brent.connolly@novascotia.ca  

Kevin Crumly Trican kcrumly@trican.ca  

Frederic Delrieu Elemental Trucks frederic.delrieu@elementaltrucks.com 

Aaron Dolyniuk Manitoba Trucking Association adolyniuk@trucking.mb.ca 

Emeric Doutriaux QSL Transport Emeric.doutriaux@qsltransport.com  

Darrell Evans PEI DTI (attending on behalf of CSA) djevans@gov.pe.ca  

Glen Fizzard Government of Newfoundland and 

Labrador 

glenfizzard@gov.nl.ca  

 

Jean Grandbois Camtech Consultants / APMLQ Jean.grandbois@camtechconsultants.ca  

Alexandra Guitard QSL Transport Alexandra.guitard@qsltransport.com  

Jason Hanna Crane Rental Association Ontario jason@liftallcrane.ca  

Jeremy Harrower Canadian Transportation Equipment 

Association 

jharrower@ctea.ca  

Kim Hradecky Environment and Climate Change Canada Kimberly.hradecky@ec.gc.ca  

Wei Huang National Research Council Wei.huang@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca  

Zaki Hussain Saskatchewan Highways zaki.hussain@gov.sk.ca 

François Janelle MTMD francois.janelle@transports.gouv.qc.ca  

Richard Laberge Transport Laberge rlaberge@transportlaberge.com  

Dawn Liska Alberta Transportation and Economic 

Corridors 

Dawn.liska@gov.ab.ca  

Joe Lynch Ontario Ministry of Transportation Joe.lynch@ontario.ca  

Yves Maurais Association Camionnage du Québec ymaurais@carrefour-acq.org  

Steve MacQuarrie Nova Scotia Public Works Steve.macquarrie@novascotia.ca  

Chris McKee Atlantic Provinces Trucking Association cmckee@apta.ca  

Steve Mercier FPInnovations Stevemercier@fpinnovations.ca  

Mike Millian Private Motor Truck Council Canada trucks@pmtc.ca 

Heather Murray Sparrow Piloting Service sparrowpilot@sasktel.net 

Nam Nguyen BC Ministry of Transportation Nam.nguyen@gov.bc.ca  

Everett Palmer Transport Canada Everett.palmer@tc.gc.ca  

Jeff Patten JDP Transportation Solutions Jeff.patten1968@gmail.com  

John Pearson Council of DM's Secretariat Jpearson@comt.ca 

Jérémie Pichon Cleral Canada jpichon@cleralcanada.com  

Julien Pinard Transport Bellemare j.pinard@groupebellemare.com 

Jason Porte Totran Transportation  jasonp@totran.ca 

Christopher Rabbitt NRC Christopher.rabbitt@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca  
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Name Affiliation e-mail 

Félix Rancourt Manac Felix.rancourt@manac.com 

Claude Robert Transport Robert crobert@robert.ca  

Mitchell Roland Northwest Territories Department of 

Infrastructure 

Mitchell_roland@gov.nt.ca  

Pamela Sooley Alberta Transportation and Economic 

Corridors 

Pamela.sooley@gov.ab.ca 

Chris Smith SC+RA csmith@scranet.org  

Philippe St-François Advance Engineered Products p.stfrancois@lazerinox.com 

Matt Troha JHT Holdings / Saddlemount mtroha@jhth.com 

Eric Rolf von den 

Baumen 

Scott-Woods Transport eric@scottwoodstransport.com  

Sarah Wells  Secretariat swells@tac-atc.ca  

Corey White New Brunswick Transportation and 

Infrastructure  

Corey.white@gnb.ca  
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